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 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes of October 6, 2021 

Virtual Zoom meeting 
 

ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
  Present (P) 
Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Jim Cooper (Gary Franks)-Chair City of Olympia P 
Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thurston County Commissioners’ 

Office 
E 

Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey-Vice Chair City of Tumwater P 
Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein)  City of Lacey P 
James Blair City of Yelm P 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative and 

Agricultural Representative  
E 

Richard Moon District #2, Citizen Representative  P 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair  District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling P 
Olivia Carros (non-voting) Department of Ecology  P      
Cutter Copeland City of Tenino  NP 
Steve Purcell Town of Bucoda NP 
Vacant City of Rainier  
Vacant Business Representative  

 
Staff Present: Jennifer Walker, Jeff Bickford, Rob Pudner, Susan Isham, Amanda Romero, April Leigh, Kori Lee – 
Public Works; Chris Hawkins, Patrick Soderberg – Public Health and Social Services.  
 
Guests Present: Steve Gilmore – Republic Services; Nick Harbert – Waste Management; Jeff Harwood – Pacific 
Disposal/LeMay; Ron Jones – City of Olympia; Shannon Jones, Peter Lyon – Washington State Department of 
Ecology 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The September 1, 2021 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:05 
a.m. by Jeff Bickford. 

 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
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Jim Cooper made a motion to approve the agenda of October 6, 2021, which was approved by 
consensus. 
 
Delroy Cox made a motion to approve the minutes of September 1, 2021; Renee Radcliff Sinclair 
seconded the motion, which was approved by consensus. 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No public comments. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

 
No old business. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Washington State Plastic Bag Ban Presentation 
 
Shannon Jones presented on Washington State’s Single-Use Plastic Bag Ban which went into effect 
October 1, 2021. Ed Kunkle asked what the public response to this issue has been. Shannon replied 
there was a public comment period and input was also received from non-profit and business 
interests. The ban passed with bi-partisan support. 
 
Joe Downing stated his support for the single-use serviceware requirements which will go into effect 
January 1, 2022. Shannon agreed and mentioned the intent of reducing the public’s reliance on these 
items. 
 
Joan Cathey asked how enforcement of the ban will be handled. Shannon explained enforcement 
depends entirely on public complaints submitted online, which will be followed up on by the 
Department of Ecology (DOE). 
 
Jim questioned how effective the ban will be considering much of the public use grocery pick-
up/delivery services. Shannon said she looks forward to seeing some innovative solutions from 
businesses addressing that issue and said these new reusable plastic bags are also recyclable at film 
plastic recycling sites. Richard Moon asked if there is a film plastic drop-off site at the WARC. Jeff 
Bickford replied no.  
 
Regarding the pandemic, Jim asked if the DOE has seen an increase in the public using their own bags 
again. Shannon said the CDC (Center for Disease Control) has released peer-reviewed studies showing 
the risk of virus transmission is no greater with cloth or other material bags than with plastic bags. The 
DOE is tracking this information. 
 
b. SWAC By-laws 
 
Jim reviewed the proposed amendments to the By-laws for the record.  
 
Ed Kunkel made a motion to approve the By-laws as amended. Joe and Renee seconded the motion, 
which was approved by consensus. 
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Jim clarified the SWAC has adopted these By-laws but are aware they will need to go forward to the 
Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) for final approval. 
 
c. Capital Facilities Projects Update 
 
Susan Isham gave an update on current Solid Waste capital projects. 
 

• The Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) System is under construction now; 
project submittals are being developed and reviewed. 

• The Flare System project encountered supply chain delays. Final completion has been 
extended to February 2022 with no additional costs incurred. Jennifer Walker clarified the 
delay was due to availability of specific gauges and controls. 

• The Rainier and Rochester Drop-Box Facilities projects are currently on hold while HDR 
investigates the possibility of a new transfer station for the southern part of the County. Two 
potential sites schematic drawings are under review. HDR will present cost information for 
both sites. 

• The Site Security and Technology Upgrades project is mid-design/construction. The contract for 
the removal of the water tower is expected to be signed today with work estimated to be 
complete by the end of the year. The fencing, cameras, and access controls are on hold 
pending WARC Master Conceptual Plan approval. 

• The WARC Master Conceptual Plan is moving forward with review of two concepts received 
from HDR for development of probable construction costs. 
 

Joe asked what the timeline is for completion of the study for the “mini WARC” in the southern part of 
the County. Jeff stated HDR is currently putting together expected construction costs for each site 
layout, and a draft report should be available in the next two weeks. Joe asked if expenditures for this 
plan are in the budget for 2022 and Jeff confirmed that to be the case. Jennifer added Public Works is 
moving back to a biennial budget for 2022-23, but the Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) and Capital 
Facilities Plan (CFP) budgets are updated annually. Jim asked what the timeline is for finalizing the 
WARC Master Conceptual Plan and how the SWAC will be involved. Jennifer answered there should be 
a determination on how the plan will move forward at the beginning of 2022.  
 
d. Open Public Meeting Act 

 
Jeff asked if the SWAC would like training available on the Open Public Meeting Act (OPMA) rules as 
well as Conflict of Interest rules. The SWAC stated they would, and the best time for this would be 
early 2022. Chad Sutter asked if there are applicable laws regarding these issues. Jeff answered he will 
research laws, compliance, and training programs to discuss in the future. 
 
e. SWAC Member Term Update 

 
Jeff informed the SWAC there are six members’ terms expiring in early 2022: Commissioner Mejia, 
Councilmember Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Cathey, Vice-chair Sinclair, Councilmember Cooper, and 
Port Commissioner Downing. Vice-chair Sinclair’s position, being a citizen representative, non-elected 
position, will be advertised. Members are encouraged to re-apply. 
 
Jim stated he would like the SWAC to be active in helping interview/suggest candidates in the event of 
more than one applicant. 
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Joe asked if he would need to step down when his term is up in February 2022 or if he can re-apply. 
Jim replied that decision will be up to the Port. 
 
f. Manager’s Update 

 
Jeff reported Public Works put out a request for proposals (RFP) on September 2, 2021 for the 
provision of hauling and disposal services for moderate risk waste collected at HazoHouse. Proposals 
were received September 30, 2021 from ACTenviro and Clean Earth, Inc. Staff is currently reviewing 
and scoring the proposals to determine which company to proceed with contract negotiations. 
 
Chad asked what is classified as moderate risk waste. Jeff explained these are items such as fuels, 
pesticides, flammable materials, and some paints. Moderate risk would not include items such as 
sharps, explosives, ammunition, or asbestos. 
 
Chad questioned how the County handles radioactive waste and if there are radioactive detectors on 
scales. Jeff answered the County does not handle it and, though there are no detectors on scales, it 
has not been an issue as far back as he is aware.  
 
Jeff announced an open position for an Environmental Operations Technician at the WARC. This 
person will be helping to monitor, inspect, operate, and maintain the landfill gas collection and flare 
system, the leachate collection system, the stormwater conveyance system, and the groundwater 
monitoring network. Additionally, this person will be providing additional staffing coverage for 
HazoHouse as well as coordinating the division’s asset management program efforts. 
 
Delroy asked if this employee will help monitor and police flow control. Jeff replied that is not 
currently slated to be part of the duties required. 
 
Jeff spoke about the COVID-19 vaccination status of Solid Waste Division staff, which is currently at 
96%. Jim asked how the new vaccination policy will apply to contractors. Jeff explained the County 
employee policy does not apply to contractors. James Blair asked about requirements for the 
remaining 4% of unvaccinated employees. Jeff indicated the policy requires full vaccination status or a 
weekly testing option. 
 
Jeff reported the DOE recently signed the Local Solid Waste Financial Assistance (LSWFA) grant with 
Thurston County. The grant funds will assist with two projects. The first is for the performance of a 
waste characterization and recycling contamination study, which will help to direct the County in 
targeting their programs and our education and outreach efforts to most effectively address the 
reduction of waste and reducing the amount of contaminants in the recycling stream. The second 
project is to reimburse the County for some expenses incurred for the hauling and disposal of 
moderate risk waste at HazoHouse. 

 
8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

 
No public comments. 

 
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The October 6, 2021 SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:21 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for 
November 3, 2021 at 10 a.m. as a virtual Zoom meeting. 
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Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


